From a cross between two heterozygous parents (Nalna+) for the naked neck gene, 10 birds were chosen at random within each sex and each of the two genotypes, Na/na+ (naked neck) and na+lna+ (normal plumage). They were slaughtered at 8 weeks of age.
Chicks were produced by crossing heterozygous Na/na + males and females (Na being the allele responsible for the naked neck phenotype, na+ the normal allele : H UTT , 1949 ; S OMES ,1980) . These parents were progeny of birds sent as day-old chicks in october 1978 from Laboratoire de Génétique Factorielle, LN.R.A., Jouy-en-Josas (France).
In june 1979, in a hatch including about 100 day-old chicks, 10 birds were chosen at random within each sex and each of the two genotypes, Na/na + (naked neck) and na + /na+ (normal plumage). The Na/Na genotype was (1979) . Conversely, the data of B ORDAS et al. (1978) do not show differences between males of different genotypes at the Na locus for relative weight of the heart, nor for per cent of bone and muscle, but these percentages concerned only the thigh, while in the present work they relate to the whole carcass.
It will be interesting to confirm this last point, as it is connected with meat yield and thus may be of practical value and suggest some additional advantage of naked neck birds in specific environmental conditions. 
